
HAKUBA-NAGANO, JAPAN (continued from pag'i/6) 
Afterwards, we toured the Matsumoto Castle, a five-storied 

donjon with a moat and one of the oldest castle structures in 
Japan. This was a wonderful venue for photographers. Slippers 
had to be worn inside. An exhibit on each floor broke up the 
challenging climb to the top including several flights of steep 
wooden stairs. Margaret Walker found that the ascent was 
worth the effort because of the beautiful views from the top of 
the castle were picture perfect! Later, we all enjoyed a tradi­ 
tionally cooked and superb Japanese lunch, complete with sake. 

After five days in Nagano, we boarded the bullet train to 
Tokyo. This technological marvel ran smoothly and quietly at 
speeds of over 160 miles per hour! We arrived in an hour and 
then enjoyed a tour of Tokyo including the Asakusa district. 
Here, many colorful stores line the Nakamise walkway leading 
up to the Sensoji Temple, Tokyo's oldest and most famous 
Buddhist temple. We also took a cruise on the Surnina River 
and then viewed the city from the heights of the Tokyo Tower. 
This landmark resembles the Eiffel Tower and offers 
spectacular views. 

The next day, most ofus went our separate ways to explore 
the many districts and attractions in Tokyo. Ross enjoyed 
Akihabara, the "Electric City" where a dazzling variety of 
electronics and appliance stores abound, however, he found 
that prices were not as cheap as in the U.S. Diane Baker was 
amazed at the Tsukiji Fish Market with its torpedo-sized tuna 

getting ready for auction. This market seethes with activity and 
is the largest in the world! Tokyo is a very exciting and 
stimulating place. It is a real treasure trove of surprises and it 
seems that everyone found something special here. 

On Sunday, February 1, seven members left on the post trip 
to Beijing while the others returned home. Most everyone who 
went on this extension reported that this was the best part of the 
entire trip. A few highlights included the 2008 Olympic 
venues, Temple of Heaven, the Forbidden City, Tianamen 
Square, the Ming Tombs and of course, the Great Wall of 
China. 

Whether you went to Japan, China or both, this trip was 
fabulous in every way and was immensely enjoyed by 
everyone! 

LAKE LOUISE, by Dennis Hughes 
SCSC is back from Lake Louise and the 27 brave souls who 

followed Dennis Hughes (TC) had a week of fun, sun, and 
snow activities at The Chateau. Some participants partook of 
Snowshoeing, Cross Country Skiing, Alpine Skiing, 
Snowmobiling, Hiking, Excursions, and Sightseeing along with 
Eating, Drinking, and Having Fun. The Chateau was a great 
hotel and provided a wonderful atmosphere. There are stories 
about snow banks, hidden stumps, face plants, butt plants, 
hikes that are uphill "both ways", hikes to places "off limits", 
Ski trails to nowhere, beautiful Rock Gardens, ice sculptures, 
missed buses, Racing, etc., that we will not cover in detail, but 
you may wish to ask some of the trippers about them. And 
now for the rest of the story. 

Michael Rothermund and Robert Todd braved the clouds 
and flat light at Kicking Horse, watching some adventurous 
soul show them the run they didn't want to take. Nelson 
Messinger and Liz Scarborough enjoyed the lovely scenery 
around the Chateau by going on daily hikes on the surrounding 
trails. Bob Wray provided an excellent ski lesson to Leslie 
Ward, which she purchased during the Auction for the 
Sunshine Kids. Penny Chancey, Linda Kuper, and Lara 
Mallyn joined several other women and snow shoed around the 
Pechal enjoyed their 5th trip to the Banff area by skiing, 
enjoying the hot tub, and hiking to see Mirror Lake and the 
base of the Bee Hive (uphill all the way). Dan and Teri 
Conery, Chuck Pena, and Ray Villarreal joined everyone at 
a wonderful club dinner at Deer Lodge. Edward Gutierrez of 
Ft Worth joined us and snowboarded down the hill like a devil 
(his red horns and tail on his helmet) caused some to claim all 
he needed was a red cape. Rick and Jane Adams joined 
Melinda Hughes and me for a trip to Banffto ride the gondola 

and see some of the beautiful vistas. Bob Knupp and good 
friend Tom Norton skied together and Tom represented us in 
the races by winning 3 medals, I gold and 2 silver. Maria 
Mendez enjoyed a brief trip and a wonderful "Alpine Raclette" 
dinner at the Chateau. Sean O'Brien, Tom Edens, and Sandy 

Wellhausen 
joined many 
of the 
trippers for 
nightly 
dinners at 
the Glacier 
Saloon. 
Stan Kuper 
introduced 

----=--- several of 
the trippers 

to some very unique alcohol spirits. Milton Kramer actually 
turned a ski vacation into a working vacation. 

All in all it was a great trip and I hope that everyone enjoyed 
it as much as I did. I want to thank all of those that went for a 
great trip and 
for all of their I 
help. 

Hope to 
see you next 
year on the 
slopes! 
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