
Space City Ski 
Club combines 
fun on the 
slopes and 
camaraderie. 
By Philip Billnitzer 

With more than 1,100 members, 
you might think Houston's Space 
City Ski Club (SCSC) wouldn't be 

looking for even more people who love to 
hit the slopes. However, that's not the case. 
Club President John Rice says the group is 
already the largest of its kind in Texas and 

::: 

one of the largest in the nation, but still has 
room for more members. 

"We want to bring together people 
with similar interests who enjoy doing a lot 
of things, not just skiing," Rice says. "We set 
our membership cap at 1,400 several years 
ago. We've fallen back a bit the last five or 
six years, but would still like to hit 1,400 

members. It's 
not like we have 
a goal to be the 
largest club in 
the nation, 
though. We just 
want people to 
enjoy the group 
atmosphere." 

Rice, 
46, says mem 
bership levels 
have inched up 
since he became 
president in 
May. "It's noth 

dramatic," 

Fun Bunch: The SCSC schedules 11 trips per year to resorts across the country. 

he says of the increase. "We'd like to see 
our membership get younger." 

Not that Rice has anything against 
members a little more advanced in years 
like Roger Holzman, 65, who says, due in 
part to the benefits of skiing, he feels more 
like 40. 

A past ski trip director for the 
group, Holzman has been a member of one 
of the largest flatland ski clubs in the United 
States since 1976. A Minnesota native who 
took up skiing in 1967, he joined after being 
a member of a similar ski club in Nebraska. 
"I was in a bar (in Nebraska) with a friend 
and the next day I wound up in Colorado," 
Holzman said. "I haven't missed a year 
since." 

Tom Cronin and Rolfe Beaudry 
founded the SCSC in 1964 with just a hand 
ful of members. By the end of the first year, 
the club had about 200 members. 

Club member Kayleen Kill says the 
club's 11 scheduled yearly trips-the club's 
"season" basically runs from September to 
May-are designed to fit every budget. 

Married to John 
Rice and a mem 
ber since 1991, 
Kill says she's had 
so many memo 
rable trips that it's 
hard to single out 
one as her 
favorite. She's 
looking forward 
to a trip slated for 
Alaska this sea 
son. "Normal ski 
ing (as opposed 
to racing) is a lot 
like dancing," Kill 
says. "It requires 
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Ski Country 
In addition to the Space City Ski Club, two other clubs in the Houston area 

boast burgeoning membership rolls. Both clubs are members of the Texas Ski 
Council. 

Clear Lake Ski Club. The group has about 300 members, including some 
who are also in the SCSC. They schedule around six trips per year. Other activi 
ties include shrimp boils and wine tasting parties. 713-797-8385. www.clasc.org. 

Ski Jammers of Houston. Founded in 1982, this was the first predomi 
nantly black ski club in Texas and is a member of the National Brotherhood of 
Skiers. Its web page says there ore about 8 million skiers in the U.S., but only 
around 10,000 black skiers. They schedule about half a dozen ski trips each sea 
son and have an annual pajama party. 832-824-4102. www.nbs.org/clubs/sj. 

complete body control. You get a tremendous rush going downhill." 
A veteran of countless trips, Holzman has enjoyed several 

sojourns to Europe. He's been to Italy most recently and has fond 
memories of the Alps, which he says are even more beautiful than 
the Rockies. This season's European trip was set for the principali 
ty of Andorre, which lies between Spain and France. Holzman likes 
short trips as well, like one he led to northern New Mexico early in 
the season that included stops at Taos and Red River. 

One reason membership may be down slightly, Rice and 
Holzman say, is because the club is no longer able to negotiate 
more favorable air fare rates than shrewd shoppers can get on their 
own using the Internet. About half of the people who went on the 
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With the support of 
the Miami Beach 

Visitor & Convention 
Authority. 

The · . 
Great Es~la+e 

Miami Beach 

February 8 -10, 1001 
Come oh down to 

the hippest 
skatihg 

event ever! 

~kating Enthuiiaiti ... 
Join hundreds of skaters for a weekend long skate party 

jammed with picnics, food, group fitness skating, clubbing, 
skate dancing, competitions, prizes, Et much more. Make 
The Great EsSkate a weekend you will never forget! 

Regimation: wwwJkate-events.com, or 305-458-38b8 
Proceeds will benefit Families of Spinal Muscular Atrophy 

Injured by Fen-Phen 
or Redux Diet Drugs? 

Pulmonary Hypertension • Depression • Heart Failure 
Memory Loss • Heart Valve Damage • Anxiety 
Aortic/Mitra! Valve Regurgitation • Chest Pain 

The FDA and drug manufacturers have recalled Pondimin, Redux, 
Fenf1uramine and Dexfenfluramlne diet drugs from the market after 
medical studies suggested they cause serious injuries and death. If 
you have taken these drugs by prescription and suffered injuries you 

may assert a damage claim against the drug manufacturers. 
Call for a free consultation and to find out if you 

are eligible for a free echocardiogram. 

(713) 840-0950 • (800) 841-1191 

DANIEL S. CARTWRIGHT, P.C. 
Attorneys at Law 

1300 Post Oak Boulevard, Suite 760 
Houston, Texas 77056 

www.dcartwright.com • Habla Espanol 

Not certified by the Texas Boa I'd of Legal Specialization. 
The firm may associate with other attorneys in handling claims. 
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N. Keshwani, M.D., Medical Director 
www .medcure.net • Serving Houston Since 1983 

7048 Bissonnet • Houston, TX 7707 4 
713.776.0247 • 713.776.3906 

713.894.3815 (24 HR) 
~ 4 Other Locations to Serve You 
~ Call for a Free consullalion 
Special Christmas Prices & Gift Certificates Available 

• MICRODERMABRASION 
• CHEMICAL PEELS 
• PERMANENT HAIR REDUCTION {IPL) 
For Men and Women 
All Types of Skin Colors 

• BOTOX INJECTIONS 9/t.J.118111 
No Deep Wrinkles or Facial Furrows 

• COLLAGEN INJECTIONS 
• PHYSICIAN SKIN CARE PRODUCTS 
M.D. Forte • Celex C • Dr. K's Dermacare 

• VARICOSE VEIN TREATMENT 
• ANTI-AGING TREATMENT 
• WEIGHT REDUCTION .,.1,am 

CBC, SMAC, EKG, Thyroid 
• MALE IMPOTENCY 

MOST COMPETITIVE 
PRICES IN TOWNI 

Med-Cure Inslilule tor &kin tsJ Body Care 
A Little Change Can Make A Big Difference 

ecia compounding 
natural hormones to your 

doctor's specifications. Make 
an appointment for your 

personal consultation or have 
your physician give us a call. 

We also specialize in 
assessing your individual 
nutritional needs for the 

prevention of osteoporosis. 

Your questions are welcome! 

NEWADDRE 
975 CorbmJI~ -~- _? 
(713) 464-5069:~ffl~ 
inf, @villagecompo1,1nd,ng.com ... --...... 

New Mexico trip booked their 
own tickets, some at lower 
rates than the group received. 

"I know the cost of our 
membership is not one of the 
reasons why membership is 
down," Holzman adds. At $30 
per person or $45 per couple per 
year, membership has advantages 
that include activities that go way 
beyond skiing. Space City skiers 
get reduced lift tickets, discount 
ed lodging, and, if necessary, 
reduced equipment rentals. 
Discounts aside, most join for the 
camaraderie . 

"Our membership 
varies greatly in terms of the kind 
of people we attract, but it's fair 
to say most of them tend to be 
well educated," Holzman says. "I 
don't know the reason why 
membership has dropped off in 
recent years. The sport seems to 
be fading a little bit, but you 
would never know it judging by 
resort building and expansion." 

Contrary to popular 
belief, Holzman says skiing is not 
a dangerous sport. In fact, he's 
never been injured on a ski trip, 
except for the time he suffered 
pulled stomach muscles while in 
the back of a van-he coyly 
declines to offer details of the 
incident. A bachelor and 
accountant by trade, he is quick 
to add there is no shortage of 
attractive, often single, club 
members of the opposite sex. 

"We have a nice mix of 
singles and couples," says Kill, 
who met her husband, John, 
through the club. "We've had 
quite a few people get married as 
a result of meeting someone in 
our club," Rice adds. 

Like Holzman, Kill has 
suffered only one ski-related 
injury since being in the club 
a broken leg suffered during a 
1994 trip. ow 50, Kill has 
skied for 26 years. She and Rice 
both enjoy meeting fellow 
golfers through the club. Even 
if you don't ski, you can go 
along on trips or participate in 
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Group Privileges: Members recieve perks such as reduced costs for equip 
ment rental. 

a wide variety of other activities, including happy hours, monthly 
meetings during ski season and athletic events such as golf and ten 
nis tournaments. They have an auction every year that benefits the 
Sunshine Kids, in addition to other charitable activities. 

"We work very hard for our members and we try to be 
good civic citizens," Holzman said. "Officer positions are unpaid 
and they work unbelievably hard." Other events sanctioned by the 
club include white water rafting trips through the Grand Canyon, 
sailing, tennis tournaments, darts and bowling. Theater nights, an 
annual Spring Follies Show, beach parties and trips to Cancun com 
plete the yearly schedule. 

Rice says SCSC members range in age from about 30 to 70. 
"People say they are reluctant to join the club because they don't 
know anybody in it," Rice, a member since 1983, says. "I tell them, 
'That's OK, come to one meeting and you'll have 40 new friends.' 
You can go on as many, or as few trips as you like." 

One of his fondest ski trip memories was forged during a 
SCSC trip to Austria a few years ago, which was his first excursion 
to Europe. He did less skiing than he had planned, but had a won 
derful time sight seeing. "People often plan trips around our trips," 
he says. "They might get there a few days early or stay a few days 
later. That's fine with us. We just want our members to have a good 
time. Since we can't guarantee the best rates anymore, we realize 
what we are really selling is group atmosphere and group fun." 

Group members help each other off the slopes as well. 
One member, who met her husband in the club, was in need after 
her husband disappeared during a scuba diving trip. The body was 
never recovered, and with four young children to care for, she had 
fallen upon hard times. Members of the ski club came to her aid and 
now, when they are not enjoying club activities, they derive satis 
faction from helping her complete the building of her new home, 
which was under construction at the time her husband vanished. 

If you'd like to learn more about the Space City Ski Club, visit 
www.spacecity.org, or call 713-688-7272. They guarantee you won't get 
lost in the crowd. Im 

Philip Billnilzer is a freelance writer, photographer and stand-up 
comedian who can be contacted al billnilzer@hotmail.com. 
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Starkweatheri'hotogt-apby 
713-520-6263 
www.starkweatherphoto.com 

The East Coast Method 
Carefully supervised, bears no resemblance to an 
aerobics class, 111thou9h aerobic benefits are expe 
rien,;:ea at the intennadiate and advanced levels. 
Eighth year at the Montrose location. 
The ONLY studio in Houston offering the 
East Coast Workout (Aerobic Hard Style). 
Certified instructors 
Employment opportunities 

Joe Teague 
owner and Principle Instructor 
Cert ified t,y the Center for Sports Medicine 
at Saint Francis Memorial Hospital in the 
conditioning and rehabilitation techniques 
developed by Joseph Pifates. 

By appointment 
One h011r sesaion - $40.00 

713 / 529-1533 

eat 
life 

with 
an 

artistic 
edge 
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